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viSijoh Statement

'Together we nurture the life of our students.

Hand in hand we witness the Love of Christ.
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Core Vajues

We celebrate a student-centred approach in running our school.
Each of the young persons entrusted to-our care is unique
in the sight of God, endowed with gifts to be nurtured.
Translated into practice, this means that no student is to be given up,
and the interests of students override other interests.

Rapid societal changes require that
we equip students with qualities to meet the new challenges.
They shall have good academic performance to survive in a
knowledge-based economy, an international outlook
to embrace our nation and the world, :
confidence and innovativeness to think out of the box.
The key lies in being positive with our students,
helping them to believe in themselves,
offering them opportunities to receive training
and encouraging them to try and to perform.

This is an overall approach which we have named Invitational
Education, expressed in our slogan “Let our students shine”.
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Mr. Chapman Ho Starting His Teaching Career
4B PUN TSZ KI, STELLA
4B TSANG YAN NING, OLIVIA

This year, we welcome many new teachers. Mr. Chapman Ho, who teaches Mathematies and Integrated Science,
is no exception. One interesting fact about Mr. Ho is being a teacher is not his first job. Recently, Mr. Ho shared
with us why he had ehanged his career and his thoughts on teaching.

Becoming a teacher

Mr. Ho was once disorientated when he was in university. Looking back, he believed the teachers in his
secondary school and their exemplary character sowed the seeds of his life on wanting to become a teacher. The
idea of being a teacher did not germinate in his mind until he became a tutor when he was a university student.
After working at an engineering company for two years, he decided to pursue his dream as a teacher. He took a
master’s degree in mathematics and applied for a postgraduate diploma in education. He became an accredited
teacher and successfully fulfilled his dream.

Intense Interest in Mathematics and Teaching Philosophy

Mr. Ho believes that mathematics is an indispensable part of our life as it is closely related to all aspects of life.
For instance, statistics and calculus, which are different branches and types of mathematics, can all be applied to
our daily life. His teaching philosophy is to apply mathematics to our daily life and work out mathematics
effectively. He believed that it might be more helpful for him to help students trace the familiar patterns to
mathematics than drilling students without clear directions.

Impression of Our Students

As a new teacher, Mr. Ho thought the recent class suspension due to COVID-19 had posed a challenge to him. It
was much more difficult for new teachers like him to identify struggling students when lessons were conducted
online. However, Mr. Ho was relieved that most students were attentive in class and they were eager to raise
their questions. Students having enthusiasm for learning was a load off his mind. To him, most of our students
are passionate learners and youthful seekers.

Words for Students

Mr. Ho believes that learning is a long wearying journey. He admitted that even he was sometimes frustrated by
the difficulty of mathematics such as solving equations with three unknowns. Solving these equations requires
the use of computers, various codes and programmes and is thus immensely complicated. However, Mr. Ho did
not give up. He believed students should do the same. They should not give up easily when they face setbacks
in learning. Through hard work and perseverance, they would work their way up to the top.



Mr. Derek Wong, Our New English Teacher,
Shares His Thoughts on Linking Teacher and Student Learning

Mr. Derek Wong, who teaches English. joined the SPYC family this year. 4A LEE CHUN HIM, RARSTEN
We had an interview with Mr. Wong to find out more about him. 4D CHAN BO HEIL, RYAN

Mr. Wong and English

Mr. Wong's interest in English is related to his childhood.”l believe | had an
innate interest in English. When | was small, | much preferred English to
Chinese. As time went on, | took greater interest in English,” he mentioned.
He also mentioned that he enjoyed sharing his passion for English with
others and also having fun with young people. Naturally, he became a
teacher.

Mr. Wong as a Swimmer

We were told that apart from English, Mr. Wong was also good at swimming
and participated in different swimming competitions. He told us that he
was forced to learn how to swim when he was in primary one. He did not
like swimming at first. He only started to like it after he had met friends at
his swimming lessons. After entering secondary school, he started
competitive swimming. He represented his alma mater at many swimming
competitions. At that time, he had a hectic schedule. His life after school
was only about either swimming or other extracurricular activities. “l swam 4
times every week back then. Each time, | swam for 3 hours,” Mr. Wong said.

Mr. Wong as a University Student

Mr. Wong majored in English Language at the University of Hong Kong.
When he was a university student, he tried many different sports other than
swimming. However, he told us he was not good at ball games. “If a student
throws a basketball to me, all | will do is probably escape and run away,” Mr.
Wong added. Obviously, he was just being humble. He is a fine athlete.

Mr. Wong’s First Impression of The School and Students
At the beginning of this school year, face-to-face lessons were suspended.
Mr. Wong, just like all other teachers, had to deliver lessons online. In spite
of that, he appreciated the lively personalities of our students. He did not
feel he was only talking to a camera. He also appreciated our school offering
a well-rounded education. He was amazed by the large number of
extracurricular activities offered when he first came. He remarked, “students
can participate in a wide range of activities. The school | served at previously
focuses on students’'academic performance more!

Mr. Wong’s View on Online Teaching

One part of Mr. Wong's job is developing e-learning resources for the English Department. We asked him about his
view on online learning and teaching, which is a related new normal. He expressed that teaching is never easy and
online teaching is not particularly hard. The biggest challenge of online teaching is that he cannot listen to and talk
with students. However, online teaching allows timid students to send him private messages about the lesson in the
chatroom. That facilitates communication between him and his students. Mr. Wong believed that as long as students
are willing to learn, learning and teaching will not be difficult.




Mr. Wong’s Expectations About His First Year in SPYC

When Mr. Wong was asked what his expectations about his first year at this school are, he replied, “To put it
simply, | hope | can learn with my students.” After becoming a teacher, he realised knowledge is not fixed. To be a
good teacher, he has to keep himself abreast of the latest knowledge. He therefore wants to teach in a relaxed
atmosphere where students are allowed to talk and interact with teachers.“l am not the type of teacher who
likes a quiet class that only listens to what the teacher says. | feel happy when students ask me any questions."He
continued, “By listening to their questions, | know which part is harder for students to understand and what
knowledge | should acquire to improve my teaching. In other words, | learn how to be a better teacher from
students and so | want to learn with them.” Mr. Wong’s ultimate goals are to see students’smiling faces and to
help them grow.

Mr. Wong’s Message for Students

Before the interview ended, Mr. Wong wanted to invite students to join the English Debate Team, a team he is in
charge of, as debating teaches useful life and study skills. At last, he said, “Learning is difficult and it takes much
time. Never stop learning though. Even though | am a teacher, | still keep learning. If you face any difficulty, seek
help. | hope you all can find learning meaningful”

Ms. Iris Lam : The New NET

4A LEUNG CHING HEIL, LOIS
4A LAU ISAAC

Ms. Iris Lam. who is from the United States, is the new Native-Speaking English Teacher (NET) at our school.
A short while ago, she shared with us her experience of working overseas and her beliefs about teaching and
learning.

ELIC Sparking Ms. Lam’s Interest in Teaching
Actually, it is not the first time Ms. Lam has ever visited Hong Kong.
When Ms. Lam was a university student, she and some other university
students spent one of their summer holidays teaching in Hong Kong
with English Language Institute in China (ELIC). It was then she had a
chance to teach secondary school students, saw the power of
education first-hand and thought of going into teaching.

Travelling the World

Before taking a job at our school, Ms. Lam taught in the United States,
Cambodia, Jordan and mainland China. She realised that people
throughout the world share one characteristic: deep down, they all
want to be loved and heard. She is willing to lend others an ear if they
tell her their problems. She is happy to see that in Hong Kong, even
though people have a hectic or stressful life, they still celebrate and
enjoy joyful occasions with their families. People also turn to their
families for help and support whenever necessary




Enjoying Her Job at SPYC

So far Ms. Lam has enjoyed her time at SPYC. She is
pleased with our friendly students, enjoyable lesson time
and the comfortable environment the school offers. She
has noticed that despite social distancing measures
owing to the pandemic, students are willing to chat with
one another. That is something she is happy about.

Generating Students’ Interest in English
Ms. Lam believes that the strongest motivation for
learning English is to share experience with others as
each person has stories of his life to tell. No doubt
English-related activities can help develop one'’s
language skills. Yet, it is one’s eagerness to share
thoughts that can strengthen his motivation for
mastering a new language the most.

The Best Teacher in the World
Jesus Christ is a role model to Ms. Lam. She admires Jesus' ability
as a patient teacher, humble leader and a compassionate
neighbour, which is described in all four Gospels. Mark 10:45
. (NIV) says, “For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many!” This verse shows
Jesus Christ's modesty and humility. Ms. Lam decided that she
would follow in Jesus Christ’s footsteps.

Ms. Lam’s Unusual Hobbies

Ms. Lam told us that she likes “getting lost” in her free time. In
countries like Cambodia and China, she would cycle to places she
had never been before. After arriving in Hong Kong, she once
looked at the MTR map, chose a station that was new to her and
explored the neighbourhood near the station. She also tried
getting on a random bus, admiring the scenery along the way
and again exploring some neighbourhood she had not known
before. In addition, she sometimes wandered around the streets
to take pleasure in the pleasant surroundings like the Shing Mun
River. Venturing places alone excites her.

A Few Words of Encouragement
Ms. Lam believes practice does not make
perfect, but rather progress. She encourages
students to be brave and confident, challenge
themselves and try new things. It does not
matter if they make mistakes as they can learn
from them and improve. At the end of the day,
the value of a person does not change despite
the failure they make. Everyone is appreci-
ated, loved, and cared for by God.

INTRODUCING OUR NEW STAFF



INTRODUCING OUR NEW STAFF

Extending A Very Warm Welcome to Miss Jacqueline Wong,
Our New English and History Teacher

(i

A Bumpy Start

As a novice teacher, Miss Wong said she had definitely
been nervous about teaching in an actual classroom
environment. What made things worse was the COVID-19
pandemic. Due to the pandemic, when this school year
first started, lessons were conducted online in the
absence of face-to-face interaction. That presented a
tough challenge, which was teaching without much
knowledge of students, to her. She realized that delivering
a lesson was much more challenging than she had
expected because she needed to spare much time and
effort for lesson preparation. Despite all obstacles, she

4A LEE CHUN HIM, RARSTEN
4D CHAN BO HEI, RYAN

This school year, we welcome Miss Jacqueline Wong, our
new English and History teacher. During our interview
with her, we were able to know more about her.

Becoming an English Teacher

Miss Wong studied English Literature and Comparative Literature,
which focuses on the study of literature from different cultures, at
the University of Hong Kong out of her passion towards English.
After graduating, she started serving at our school. Becoming a
teacher was not her dream job when she was young. Yet, as time
went by, she wanted a job which is people-oriented but not one
that requires her to do a mountain of paperwork. Since being a
teacher would allow her to have authentic interaction with
people like students, she chose to become one,

thought students were attentive and studious. She

appreciated their good performance. This helped lighten

the burden for novice teachers like her.

Leaving No One Behind

Miss Wong hoped that the students she teaches know
that she values every one of them and she hoped none of
them feel left out. She told us that she would try to spare

some time to chat with students after class and

encourage each of them to take the initiative in learning.
She hoped that students would feel loved and cared
about. She also hoped that she would be able to transmit

useful knowledge to students.

-y




Words for Readers

Miss Wong wished students to cherish their time and
value every learning opportunity. She believed that even
though not everything is under our control, we should
live in the moment.

Avid Interest in Drama and Music
Beyond classroom walls, Miss Wong is interested in
drama and music. Her alma mater has a long
tradition of staging drama productions. She took
part in some productions and her interest in drama
and music stemmed from the productions. She
mentioned that she would be the teacher-in-
charge of some drama/musical-related activities
and she would be the assistant director of the
upcoming English musical production. She
believed that such arrangements would allow her

to share her love of drama and music with students.

INTRODUCING OUR NEW STAFF
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INTRODUCING OUR NEW STAFF

Miss Fronia Cheng Launching Her Teaching Career

4A LEUNG CHING HEI, LOIS
4A LAU ISAAC

This vear. the English Department received an infusion of some new blood including Miss Fronia Cheng.
Recently, she gave an interview about herself.

Hong Kong as Miss Cheng’s Desired Destination

Miss Cheng grew up in a city called Brighton in the United Kingdom. Hong Kong, a multicultural city which is
“very different from the UK"but at the same time places emphasis on English, attracted her attention. She
arrived in the city a year ago and started working at a Youth College as a Native English Teacher (NET). She
took an interest in teaching English Language and decided to explore the possibility of being an English
teacher in other local settings. This was why she started serving at our school.

The Lightbulb Moment

Miss Cheng’s lightbulb moment came while she was serving
at the Youth College. After delivering an English lesson about
Corporate Social Responsibility —a company’s sense of
responsibility towards the community and environment in
which it operates, her students expressed that they would
fulfill corporate social responsibility if they ever became a
businessman or businesswoman. It was then that she realised
education is a sure way to improve society and language is a
tool to introduce students to new ideas and the world. She
then had a keen interest in English language education.

Miss Cheng’s Ultimale Goal
Miss Cheng believed that students’lack of motivation presents a
tough challenge.

There is no difficulty in delivering lessons, yet if students are not
interested in English, they will not be motivated to learn. She
believes that the best way to learn a language is when one has a
genuine love for it. She told us that she strives to encourage
students to read and use English all the time, so as to arouse
their interest in English. She hopes that students use English not
because they have to but because they want to. She plans to
nurture that by giving students individual attention and
feedback in the enhancement classes and remedial classes she is
responsible for this school year.

o) 42
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Miss Cheng Reminiscing about Her Universily Life
When we asked Miss Cheng to share something about her life outside
class, she shared with us that the best moment of her life was when
she studied English Literature at university. She could spend most of
her time doing what she loved, including reading and having lively
discussions with professors and her classmates. She still fondly
remembers learning about the reader-response theory, which was
proposed by Wolfgang Iser, a German literary scholar, and discussing
whether it is the author or the reader constructing meaning in a text.
Undoubtedly, Miss Cheng immersed herself in literary studies.

Choosec Kindness. Studenls

Before the interview ended, Miss Cheng shared with us that she once
listened to an episode of the podcast TEd Radio Hour. In the episode,
the speaker suggested, if asked to choose between having
intelligence or kindness, most people would choose to have
intelligence. Miss Cheng believed intelligence and kindness are not
mutually exclusive. Students should not use their intelligence to
achieve a high level of proficiency in different subjects. Rather, they
should utilise it to become caring and compassionate individuals who
bring about social change for the betterment of society as a whole.

Welcome to SPYC, Miss Cheng! We wish you a delightful and
rewarding year here.

INTRODUCING OUR NEW STAFF 10



INTROD

UCING OUR NEW STAFF

Mr. Ryan Ng’s Thoughts on Serving at His Alma Mater

4B PUN TSZ KI, STELLA
4B TSANG YAN NING, OLIVIA

Apart from welcoming different new teachers, we also welcome different support staff. Mr. Ryan Ng,
who is an alumnus, is one of them. Not long ago, Mr. Ng shared with us some of his fond memories
as a student and thoughts on serving at his alma mater.
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Mr. Ng as a SPYC student

Being a graduate of SPYC, Mr. Ng had many nostalgic memories of his
school life. One of the most nostalgic one was the 16 X 100m relay race
in his 5.6 athletics meet. It was a relay race that involved the active
participation of himself, many of his classmates and Mr. Chow, his class
teacher. They did not expect to get a prize in the race, but their unity
and determination helped them win.

Mr. Ng as a University Student

Mr. Ng majored in biology at the Chinese University of Hong Kong.
Biology is about the study of living organisms. While he was majoring in
biology, he had ample opportunities to conduct different experiments.
For instance, he had the chance to dissect different creatures such as
cockroaches and squids. He learnt to be respectful to the anatomized
organisms because they had been sacrificed for the sake of modern
biological sciences. He also learnt to cherish every learning opportunity
he had.

Apart from majoring in biology, Mr. Ng also minored in psychology,
which delves into the study of how the human mind works, at
university. Although there is not much correlation between biology and
psychology, Mr. Ng was grateful that he could choose the subject he
was interested in and study the science of the mind and behaviour.

Going ‘home’

Being an alumnus, Mr. Ng felt exhilarated coming back to the campus
again in a new role. During class suspension, Mr. Ng offered
technological support to teachers. For example, he assisted teachers in
digitising learning and teaching materials for students’easy access. He
also helped teachers develop databases which facilitated learning and
teaching under this challenging condition. He aspired to serve his alma
mater wholeheartedly.



Spiritual Development of Mr. Ng

Mr. Ng has developed a habit of going to church
every Sunday since he was a primary school
student. Nevertheless, he was not very strong in
his faith. It was not until he participated in The
Boys’'Brigade, Hong Kong in secondary school
that he got to know more about Christianity and
became more aware of God’s presence. He
decided to be baptized when he was a
sophomore in university. He has become a
devout Christian ever since.

Encouragement to Students

Nowadays, students face many hindrances to
learning. Last year, all face-to-face classes and
activities at school were suspended owing to the
COVID-19 pandemic. Students were forced to have
online lessons at home. Thus, learning became more
difficult. However, the school has introduced a
package of measures to help students overcome the
obstacles to learning online. For instance, the school
lent iPads to students who did not have electronic
devices to participate in e-learning. Mr. Ng
encouraged students to treasure the resources
offered by the school and to never stop learning.

INTRODUCING OUR NEW STAFF
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Lite Under the Pandem;¢

3D Chow Cheuk Nam, Alicia

The sudden appearance of COVID-19 earlier this year shocked nearly everyone and | was no
exception. Even now, | still feel as though my world has been turned upside down.

Face-to-face classes have been suspended and replaced by online classes twice since COVID-19
first struck Hong Kong. Usually, | wake up at around six-thirty as | have to commute to school, but
| got more sleep because | had online classes at a_ home. When | had online classes, my day
usually started at around eight in the morning. As a person who does not like waking up early, |
was quite pleased with the arrangement. After a light breakfast, | turned on my tablet and got
ready for class.

Very often one of the most irritating parts of having onlineclasses soon came: the apps for them
took a long time to load. | often felt anxious when | encountered problems like that because | had
been late for online classes a few times due to technical issues. | breathed a sigh of relief every
time | successfully logged onto my online classes. | normally only spent around four hours
attending classes, but | still felt worn out because | looked at the screen for long periods of time.

After attending classes online, it was time for me to complete my assignments and submit them.
Handing in assignments was another irritating part because | had to go through the lengthy
process of uploading the assignments and sometimes, | was again cofounded by technical
difficulties. Although | knew online learning was the only viable option during the pandemic and
| should be grateful | still had the chance to learn then, | missed having face-to-face classe
ecause everything seemed to be easier. | regretted not cherishing face-to-face classes. It wa
hen | understand why people say you only start treasuring something once you lose it.

When night fell, my family and | gathered around the table for dinner. Meanwhile, we watched
the latest news about the number of confirmed COVID-19 cases. | heaved out a heavy sigh every
time | saw news about the number of confirmed cases rising. It seemed that there was no end in
sight to the pandemic. However, my family’s laughter and chatter created a tremendous feeling
of togetherness and cheered me up. They seemed to remind me that this too shall pass.

The COVID-19 pandemic is still affecting different parts of the world. | often feel uneasy because
of that, but somehow my family life reminds me that no matter how unhappy our present
situation is, people beside us can always bring us warmth and help us put up with our
discomfort. We should treasure the moments when they are around. Let’s stay alert at all times
and pray for an end to the pandemic throughout the world. Hopefully, the pandemic will end
soon, and everyone can stay safe and healthy.
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A Day Under the Pandem;¢

1D Kong Pak Kiu, Augustine

It's Monday today. What | did after 2 days of confinement at home was to wear a mask and step out of
my home to go to school. | took out a pen, not for writing but for pressing the lift button. | took the lift
down to the ground floor and walked to the nearest minibus station. | got on a minibus a few minutes
later. | took a seat and started my surveillance. Scanning around the minibus, | found a boy not wearing
a mask properly and an old woman coughing seriously behind me. | was petrified of being infected with
CoVID-19.

To avoid the formation of crowds and fight the COVID-19 outbreak, students including me are having
shorter schoolidays. | am bitterly disappointed by the fact that there is no lunchtime now. Before the
pandemic, | ‘always enjoyed having lunch with my friends and playing some sports with them at
lunchtime. Now, just taking off my mask is considered dangerous, not to mention having lunch with
friends. Every one of us is urged to go home immediately after school. There is slight chance we can
enjoy time off together.

After school | had a clarinet lesson. Before the pandemic, | went to the music center and had
face-to-face lessons with my clarinet teacher. Now, | could only have my lesson online. In the center, |
could hear the melodic sound of my teacher’s clarinet, watch her fingers gracefully moving above the
clarinet, and even feel the rhythm of the music. Today | relied on my iPad and her iPad to try to duplicate
the same environment and experience. The sound of her clarinet was first received by the microphone
of her iPad, then the sound was transmitted through the Internet to the speaker of my iPad. The sound
coming out of the speaker was disappointing. It was different what | usually hear. It was of poor quality
and muffled. Most importantly, | couldn’t feel what my teacher wanted to express through the music.

The COVID-19 pandemic has indeed caused much inconvenience, but | am grateful that Hong Kong is
already less adversely affected than other places. | have to thank the frontline medical workers for

fighting the virus with all their effort. | also want to thank God that my family members are not infected
with COVID-19. Let’s keep our fingers crossed that the pandemic will end soon.
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Give My Normail Schooi Life Back

1D Tan Tin Lam, Adam
In the last few months, the COVID-19 pandemic swept through the world. It disrupted many Hong
Kongers' activity, including mine.

When the COVID-19 disease first broke out, | was about to graduate from primary school. Supposedly,
my school life then should be about graduation camps and farewell activities, something that would
create fond memories and | had craved for long. Yet, it was not. These activities were cancelled because
of the pandemic. Some schoolmates and | wanted to hold a graduation dinner. However, it was also
eventually cancelled. The pandemic ruined my graduatlan. Since many things were cancelled, | always
think that | lost out on something. | didn’t have the chance to say fond farewells to my friends and
teachers. Bonding and friendship that lasted for six years ended with a simple “bye” My primary school
life ended abruptly.

Time flies. | am already a secondary one student. The start of my secondary school life is disappointing.
Surgical masks, which protect me, my classmates and teachers from the pandemic, have masked our
true feelings. We seem distant from each other. Lesson time has been cut down and no extra-curricular
activities are allowed. | cannot take part in playing my favourite sport.

The COVID-19 pandemic has definitely changed the world, deprived me of a normal school life and
torn many of us apart. | hope doctors and all of us can work together to fight the virus and we can liv
a normal life very soon.
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